
© Cancer Council   |    26.09.2024    |  cancervic.org.au   

Australian Breakthrough Cancer (ABC) Study.

Brigid M. Lynch, PhD
Deputy Head, Cancer Epidemiology Division





Principal Investigators

Funding

Geary Estate    Thompson Estate



Recruitment



Recruitment



2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Accelerometer pilot start

Follow-up 1 start

Gut (microbiome) pilot 

Accelerometer pilot end

Baseline start

Blood collection start

Baseline end

Gut collection start

Follow-up 1 end

Follow-up 2 start

Follow-up 2 end
Blood and gut end

BASELINE FUP 1
FUP 2

FUP 3

Follow-up 3 start

SALIVIA

STEPS

Tumour pilot start

Tumour pilot end

Sleep pilot start

Sleep pilot end

POO

BLOOD



GWAS

AxiomTM Precision Medicine Diversity Array (ThermoFisher)

  >850,000 markers from the 1,000 Genomes Project Phase III

  Custom content – cancer PRS + rare variants

  51,190 participants with DNA

 Run by Precision Medicine, Monash University

 QC and imputation completed

 Storage pending



Questionnaire 
responses

Participant 
engagement CRM

Biospecimen
collection

Genomic 
results

Wearable 
devices

Cancer & vital 
status linkage

Staging

Integrating & transforming pipelines
Analytics

VisualisationCloud data warehouse

Participant Data Journey



Axivity device Raw data 
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What we have learned

Telephone reminder calls

 Online questionnaires don’t solve all reporting problems

 Sequential vs combined requests

 Reduced postal service

Next steps

Discoverability

Participant engagement – social media

Return of genetic results (clinically relevant variants)

Linkage to MBS and PBS

Funding tumour collection, repeated poo and blood



For more information:  pedigree@cancervic.org.au
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Participants of the ABC Study
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