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Agenda

Context: Racialization in the U.S. context

Measurement: Institutionalized racialization
over time

Developments beyond race/ethnicity:
Moving towards capturing racism




CONTEXT:
RACIALIZATION IN
THE UNITED STATES




Contemporary Patterns
of Racial Relations

*Primacy

*Race as social construct

*Ordinariness

*Structural determinism

FOCUS 2

Knowledge Production
*Social construction of

FOCUS 3
Conceptualization &
Measurement

*Race as social construct
*Intersectionality

*Disciplinary self-critique
*Intersectionality
*Voice

Critical Race Theory &
Public Health

Chandra Ford & Collins Airhihenbuwa

(2010): Public Health Critical Race
Praxis

A model for applying CRT empirically
1. How is racialization relevant to the problem?

2. How is racialization relevant to the
production of knowledge about the problem?
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Racialization

“...the processes by which a group of
people is defined by their ‘race.’
Processes of racialization begin by
attributing racial meaning to people’s
identity and, in particular, as they
relate to social structures and
institutional systems, such as housing,
employment, and education. In
societies in which ‘White’ people have
economic, political, and social power,
processes of racialization have emerged
from the creation of a hierarchy in
social structures and systems based on

‘race.””
(Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society)
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Refers to how U.S. courts and law books historically declared that a mixed race person

Particularities
with one black ancestor or one drop of black blood should be categorized as black. If an
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/elizabethleiba_the-one-drop-rule-is-a-legal-principle-of-

activity-7029824836944187392-ffMC
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Hey wait a minute, we're disappearing!
https://www.voanews.com/a/usa some-native-americans-fear-blood-auantum-formula-paper-aenocide/6208615.html
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MEASUREMENT OF
RACE/ETHNICITY




Racial/ethnic classifications

“The Revisions to the Standards for the
Classification of Federal Data on Race
and Ethnicity (OMB Statistical Policy
Directive No. 15) define minimum
standards for collecting and presenting
data on race and ethnicity for all
Federal reporting.

The race and ethnic categories are
presented as separate questions, and
individuals can select multiple racial
categories.”

Minimum Standards
Ethnicity
= Hispanic/Latino

Race

= American Indian or Alaska
Native

= Asian

= Black or African American

= Native Hawaiian or Other
Pacific Islander

= White

Context - Developments



Ethnicity Data Standard

Categories

Are you Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin

(One or more categories may be selected)

d.

b
C.
d
e

No, not of Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin

. Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano/a

Yes, Puerto Rican

. Yes, Cuban
. Yes, Another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

These categories roll-up to
the Hispanic or Latino
category of the OMB
standard

https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/explanation-data-standards-race-ethnicity-sex-primary-language-and-disability




Race Data Standard Categories

What is your race?

(One or more categories may be selected)
a._White These categories are part

b. Black or African American

Ra C e of the current OMB
c. __American Indian or Alaska Native ctandard

d. Asian Indian il
e.__ Chinese
f._____ Filipino
g._ Japanese These categories roll-up to
h. Korean the Asian category of the
i. Vietnamese ’ OMB standard
j.__ Other Asian
These categories roll-up to
k. ___ Native Hawaiian

the Native Hawaiian or

l. ____Guamanian or Chamorro Other Pacific Islander

m.__Samoan category of the OMB
n

. Other Pacific Islander

standard

https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/explanation-data-standards-race-ethnicity-
sex-primary-language-and-disability




Revisions to the Standards

After 20,000+ comments, 94 listening Minimum Standards
sessions, 3 public virtual townhalls, & 1 Race/Ethnicity

tribal consultation, on March 28, 2024, * American Indian or Alaska
changes have been revised. E:it;\r/]e

Black or African American
Hispanic/Latino
Middle Eastern or North

« Combined question for race & ethnicity
« Adding Middle Eastern or North African

as a new minimum category (previously African
In the “White” category) = Native Hawaiian or Other
o o _ Pacific Islander
- Requiring additional details beyond the « White
minimum

 Effective no later than 28 March 2029 Context - Developments



What is your race and/or ethnicity?
Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

1 American Indian or Alaska Native — Enter, for example, Navajo Nation,
Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana, Native Village of
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, Nome Eskimo Community, Aztec, Maya, etc.

[ ]

[ Asian — Provide details below.

O Chinese O Asian Indian O Filipino
[ Vietnamese O Korean [0 Japanese
Enter, for example, Pakistani, Hmong, Afghan, etc.

[ ]

[ Black or African American — Provide details below.
O African American [ Jamaican O Haitian

[ Nigerian O Ethiopian O Somali
Enter, for example, Trinidadian and Tobagonian, Ghanaian, Congolese, etc.

| ]

[ Hispanic or Latino — Provide details below.
1 Mexican [ Puerto Rican [ Salvadoran
O Cuban 0 Dominican O Guatemalan
Enter, for example, Colombian, Honduran, Spaniard, etc.

( J

Example of Race and/or
Ethnicity Questions Consistent
with Revised OMB Standards

[J Middle Eastern or North African — provide details below.
O Lebanese O Iranian O Egyptian
O Syrian O Iragi O Israeli

Enter, for example, Moroccan, Yemeni, Kurdish, etc.
[0 Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander = provide detuils below.

O Native Hawaiian O Samoan O Chamorro
O Tongan O Fijian O Marshallese

Enter, for example, Chuukese, Palauan, Tahitian, etc.

0 White — Provide details below.
O English O German O Irish

1 1talian [ Polish O Scottish
Enter, for example, French, Swedish, Norwegian, etc.

| ]

https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/revisions-to-federal-standards-for-collecting-and-reporting-data-on-race-and-ethnicity-what-are-

they-and-why-do-they-matter/
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Why does this matter in epidemiology?

Especially in disparities research, U.S. Census data are used
to populate denominators

Federal agencies regularly collecting health data will have to
update their surveys to comply to minimum standards

Many national cohorts also try to comply to minimum
standards for data linkage

Data crosswalks are currently in development!

Context - Developments



DEVELOPMENTS BEYOND
RACE/ETHNICITY




Categories are not enough---

« Racial/ethnic categories in epidemiology are used to create
comparisons and/or causal contrasts.

e This must be done with careful consideration of what
race/ethnicity is a marker of.

« Racial/ethnic categories must be considered within
appropriate theoretical and conceptual frameworks.

Context Measures _



Less interested in

“the expected difference in health outcomes [---] between

setting physical phenotype, parental physical phenotype,
genetic background, and cultural context to their values from
a random draw from the distribution in the white population
versus setting these same variables to their values from a
random draw from the distribution in the black population”

(Vanderweele & Robinson, 2014)

**What would the health outcomes be for black individuals if they were white*™*

Context Measures _



More interested In

the expected difference in health outcomes in the Black
population had the current social conditions that create and

maintain racial hierarchies been dismantled during an earlier
time period*

Social conditions are MUTABLE, not innate

*society-specific, time-specific, condition-specific

Context Measures _




Historical & “futuristic” counterfactuals

« Identifying historical decision points and trajectories of
racialization can show potential avenues for intervention

- Allows for the exploration of the ways individuals came to
be “treated”

o Structures that are created can be dismant/ed

« What is already known about the problem should be
framed within contexts of racialization & racism

Context Measures _



THANK YOU!

Zinzi Bailey, ScD, MSPH
Division of Epidemiology & Community Health

University of Minnesota School of Public Health

zbailey@umn.edu
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