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Agenda

• Violence as a public health issue

• Contributions of epidemiology to 

violence prevention: Case study 

of Cure Violence

• Pitfalls/Opportunities for growth
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Violence as a public health issue

• 1979 Surgeon General’s Report: designated violence 
as one of 15 priority areas for public health action

• Minimal investment in addressing the root causes of 
violence from a health perspective

• Law enforcement and criminal justice institutions have 
borne the burden of violence prevention efforts

• Emphasis on punitive policies and criminalization, 
which may further entrench differences in health 
across racial/ethnic groups
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Cure Violence Global

Model developed 20+ years ago by Gary Slutkin

Views violence through an epidemiology lens

• Based on Chicago CeaseFire 

• In opposition to a criminal legal system approach

• Focus: firearm violence

4



Epidemiology is…

“the study of the distribution and determinants 

of health-related states or events in specified 

populations and the application of this study to 

control health problems”

James Last

“A Dictionary of Epidemiology”
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Epidemiology is…

• Defining the problem

• Surveillance

• Characterizing spread & distribution

• Informing interventions

• Assessing efficacy of interventions 
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Cure Violence Global  (cont.)

• Define violence as a learned, transmissible 

behavior that is rooted in social norms and can be 

interrupted

• Initial conflict resulting in a violent response 

• “Outbreak” of retaliatory shootings

• Contagion of violent behavior

• Key characteristics: Clustering, geo-temporal 

spreading, person-to-person transmission
7

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/how-health-sector-can-reduce-violence-treating-it-contagion/2018-01



Theory of Change
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Cure Violence Global  (cont.)

Individual participants must meet at least 4 of 7 criteria:

• Gang-involved

• Major player in a drug or street organization

• Violent criminal history

• Recent incarceration

• Reputation of carrying a gun

• Recent victim of a shooting

• Being between 16 and 25 years of age
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https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031914-122509



Cure Violence Global  (cont.)

Anticonflict & antiviolence neighborhood norms: 

• Public education efforts and events designed to convey 

on a community level that: 

• violence is harmful to everyone

• violence is unacceptable

• violence can be stopped

• Based on the understanding that individuals are 

embedded in a community context
10

https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031914-122509
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Pitfalls/Opportunities

• Defining the problem 

• a limited scope of firearm violence in “the 

‘hood” – pathologizing marginalization
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WHO: “the intentional use of physical force or 

power, threatened or actual, against oneself, 

another person, or against a group or community, 

which either results in or has a high likelihood of 

resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, 

maldevelopment, or deprivation” 



Categorization of Types & Domains of 
Interpersonal Violence
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Pitfalls/Opportunities (cont.)

• Defining the problem 

• a limited scope of firearm violence in “the 

‘hood” – pathologizing marginalization

• neglects the role of physical police violence 
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Pitfalls/Opportunities (cont.)

• Defining the problem 

• a limited scope of firearm violence in “the 

‘hood” – pathologizing marginalization

• neglects the role of physical police violence 

• neglects the role of structural violence
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Structural violence

• Violence imposed by entire systems, including social, 

political, & economic violence, preventing marginalized 

people from having full access to resources and 

expression of their rights
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Pitfalls/Opportunities (cont.)

• Defining the problem 

• a limited scope of firearm violence in “the 
‘hood” – pathologizing marginalization

• neglects the role of physical police violence 

• neglects the role of structural violence

• Neglects a broader public health approach 

• Primary (or primordial!) prevention aimed at 
systems change – systems that give rise to 
violent structures
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